I n December 1989, a new agency within the Public Health Service was created by Congress: The Agency for Health Care Policy and Research (AHCPR). Its mission is to enhance the quality of patient care services through improved knowledge and by promoting better clinical practice and improved health care outcomes; achieve more cost effective management and delivery of health care services; and increase access to quality health care. The Agency is committed to developing and disseminating new knowledge through a program of research, demonstration projects, and evaluation activities. AHCPR also awards predoctoral and post-doctoral support for academic training and research related to health services care and delivery.
Related to its mission and goals, Agency activities generally fall into the following categories: The Agency is committed to developing and disseminating new knowledge through a program of research, demonstration projects, and evaluation activities.
• Encouraging the utilization of health services research findings through information dissemination. Current priorities of the Agency are directed toward achievement of its mission and goals and include, but are not limited to:
Extramural research on medical treatment effectiveness and patient outcomes. The Medical Treatment Effectiveness Program (MEDTEP) has been established in AHCPR, and through initiation of research projects will examine and analyze patient outcomes associated with alternative practice patterns and recommend appropriate changes.
Clinicalpractice guidelines and quality standards. This new program within the Agency is designed to develop, review; and update clinically relevant practice guidelines used by physicians, nurses, other health care providers, educators, and consumers to determine how health conditions can most effectively be prevented, diagnosed, and managed. Quality assurance criteria also are developed which can be used by health care providers and organizations to evaluate the quality and delivery of health care.
Other extramural research. Investigator initiated research grants are invited by the Agency on topics relevant to its mission and goals; for example: assessment of health care technologies; delivery of health care in rural areas; availability, accessibility, and quality of care for low income groups, minorities, and the elderly; alternative health care systems and patterns for practice; and HIV issues related to resource use and cost.
Database development. AHCPR supports the development of new and enhancement of existing databases for use in clinical outcome decision making. For example, support is available for the development of confidentiality standards, common reporting formats, database linkages, and minority representation in and increased access to databases.
Information dissemination and liaison. The Agency will support demonstration projects on improved methods for dissemination of research findings to make health services research information available and useful to a wide range of decision makers. 
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More than ever before, time is money. For the injured worker, time in the very system that is trying to care for him can take a heavy toll... on the insured, on the family, on the employer and on the insurer.
Mills-Peninsula Hospitals has designed its
Injured Worker Services to move quickly toward the healthiest outcome for each injured worker in its care. Likewise, we work responsibly with each carrier, knowing that communication and coordinated expertise can save money. We return the !A cer to his or her job sooner than other programs. Time is money. Call us and we can discuss our approach to timeliness. You could save in a big way.
696-5395
Vocational services in a medical setting»
Injured Worker Services

Mills-Peninsula Center for Rehabilitation
